
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Judson Services 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Judson Manor Classical Concert Series 

Your Project Summary: Judson Manor will contribute to University Circle’s thriving cultural scene by 

presenting a series of free classical music concerts. The 30-concert series will take place in the ballroom 

of the historic 1920’s luxury hotel, which now provides premier living to more than 100 culturally inspired 

older adults. Each performance will feature an outstanding program of classical music presented by 

professional musicians, conservatory graduate students and other accomplished soloists and ensembles. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The project provides public benefit by bringing community to life through a free classical 

concert series that builds meaningful relationships with many stakeholders. Artistic and cultural vibrancy 

will be experienced through the liveliness the project will bring to the neighborhood and the residents of 

Judson Manor. The support materials show how the organization has the capacity to deliver on its 

program goals and how it inspires the community to think creatively and differently. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. This project serves a vibrant and elderly community 

with 30 free concerts to them, their families, and beyond, making this a great public benefit. Artistic 

vibrancy is demonstrated through the engaged professional musicians scheduled to perform. The goals 

are clear, the budget and clarifications are clear, helping demonstrate there is organizational capacity to 

plan, manage, and succeed with this project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Great application. The public benefit is high, especially due to the intergenerational focus on 

Judson Manor residents and the younger University Circle crowds. I really enjoy that the planning is 

conducted by a resident, and the partnerships boost the artistic and cultural vibrancy of the program. The 

budget is sound, and I appreciate that CAC funds will be important to recruiting higher quality talent to 

the series. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project somewhat met the funding criteria. I was challenged with the idea that this concert 

series is being presented in a premier living environment. It is clear that the program will enrich the lives 

of the residents of Judson Manor, but the application would have been more compelling had they had a 

level of broader engagement or benefit to the community. Is there an option to invite a local school or 

daycare program to share in the benefit of the free concert series? I appreciated the additional 

information about the artist in residence program. The budget was clear and reasonable and sufficiently 

detailed to demonstrate the applicant's ability to plan and execute a successful program. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application fits the funding criteria.  It provides public benefit by using knowledge of 

its community to drive the work, especially since they get input from a resident-run committee.  Since 

public benefit also includes being open to the public and welcoming all, it would be helpful to know if non-

Judson residents attend, especially younger generations, as that could be a way to grow the audience and 

meet the goal of a 25% increase.  It was very helpful to read about the intergenerational living and 

activities described in the attachment (although I'm surprised not to see the existing Tuesday Night 

Program on Judson's website--all I see is the one concert from January 2015).  Clearly the Tuesday Night 

Program demonstrates artistic and cultural vibrancy programming, qualified (although I'm unsure if they 

are diverse) arts and culture professionals and contributing to lively/energetic neighborhoods (although 

Judson is already in a vibrant neighborhood).  It's good to know that matching funds have been secured 

and that the Concert Coordinator and room setup has been planned for which demonstrates strong 

organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the application meets the funding criteria. Judson Manor's Classical Concert Series clearly 

demonstrates public benefit by clearly identifying and understanding its community - older adults living 

in its residences as well as their friends and family, and the artists and performers. Judson Manor 

recognizes classical musical performances as a particular interest of its residents and notes that a concert 

series is a way for residents to engage with the greater community. The concert series clearly builds 

meaningful relationships within the broader community, as performers from the Cleveland Orchestra, 

Department of Music, and many other universities and arts organizations will take part in the 

performances. A diverse group of performers are not only engaged with the project but compensated 

fairly for their time, as evidenced by the project budget. Judson Manor has set a goal to increase 

attendance as well as the number of performances by professional musicians and they could be more 

detailed in how they will meet that goal. The organization could also more clearly state how they collect 

feedback and use it to ensure continuous improvement. Still, Dr. Gardner is clearly passionate about this 

concert series and has a detailed plan to implement the project and engage the community in the process. 

I have no concerns about the organization's capacity to carry out this concert series project. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


